
Dear St. Paul Parishioners,

During the rest of June, our parish will have the opportunity to highlight God’s 
acceptance to our LGBT brothers and sisters with a welcome banner that will be placed in front 

of the church. To put up this banner affirms we 
welcome LGBT Catholics and want to share 

God’s accepting and unconditional love for 
them in their inherent dignity of being created 

in the image and likeness of God. It is a small 
way of counter-acting any experiences of 

hostility, rejection, and silent treatment that LGBT Catholics may have experienced from 
members of the church that have been deeply hurtful and painful. This banner, as any banner or 

any welcome we extend, is always done understanding that we adhere and affirm all that the 
Church teaches regarding faith and morals. 

In reflecting on why to place this banner in front of Saint Paul one of my favorite articles 
on God’s unconditional love by the Jesuit Peter Van Breeman called, “The Courage to Accept 

Acceptance,” came to mind. Father Breeman asserts that the deepest human desire is to be 
accepted. He states: 

Acceptance means that the people with whom I live give me a 
feeling of self-respect, a feeling that I am worthwhile.  They are happy that 
I am who I am.  Acceptance means that I am welcome to be myself.  
Acceptance means that though there is need for growth, I am not forced.  
I do not have to be the person I am not!  Neither am I locked in by my 
past or present.  Rather I am given room to 
unfold, to outgrow the mistakes of the past.  In a 
way we can say that acceptance is an unveiling. 
Every one of us is born with many potentialities.  
But unless they are drawn out by the warm touch 
of another's acceptance they will remain 
dormant.  Acceptance liberates everything that is 
in me.  Only when I am loved in that deep sense 
of complete acceptance can I become myself.  
The love, the acceptance of other persons, 
makes me the unique person that I am meant to 
be.

.....I am accepted by God as I am--as I am, and 
not as I should be.  To proclaim the latter is an empty message because I never 
am as I should be.  I know that in reality I do not walk a straight path.  There are 
many curves, many wrong decisions which in the course of life have brought me 
to where I am now and Scripture tells me that "the place on which you stand is 
holy ground" (Ex 3:5).  God knows my name:  "See I have branded you on the 



palms of my hands" (Is 49:16).  God can never look at his hand without seeing 
my name.  And my name--that's me!  He guarantees that I can 
be myself.  St. Augustine says, "A friend is someone who knows 
everything about you and still accepts you."  That is the dream 
we all share: that one day I may meet the person to whom I can 
really talk, who understands me and the words I say--who can 
listen and even hear what is left unsaid, and then really accepts 
me.  God is the fulfillment of this dream.  He loves me with my 
ideals and disappointments, my sacrifices and my joys, my 
successes and my failures.  God is himself the deepest Ground 
of my being.  It is one thing to know I am accepted and quite 
another thing to realize it.  It is not enough to have but just once 
touched the love of God.  There is more required to build one's 
life on God's love.  It takes a long time to believe that I am 

accepted by God as I am (ht tp: / /onl ineministr ies.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/courage.html).

So Breeman concludes do we have the faith to accept the acceptance of God for 

ourselves? We all can say this is a lifelong journey where we have times of greater degrees of 
letting go and surrendering to that love of God. We could also ask this question of our parish of 

St. Paul. Are we at peace with ourselves resting in the strong hands of 
God’s acceptance where we can be the living hands and feet of Christ’s 

love and acceptance to our neighbor? 
In being a place of welcome we want to embody the way that 

Elizabeth greeted Mary with her arms wide open in joy and love with Jesus 
Christ at the center. We hope that this banner creates a dialogue among 

ourselves and touches the hearts of neighbors who may have no interest 
or desire of entering a Catholic Church. If you want to talk about this or 

meet to discuss further you can email me at cclay@cdlex.org.
 In this month of June when we honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus we realize His 

heart is always open to us and His hand is always extended saying, “All are 
welcome,” “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of 
heart; and you fill find rest for your selves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden 

light” (Mt 11:28-29). As Jesus opens His heart to us, let us open our hearts and the 
doors of our Church to not only LGBT brothers and sisters, but to all of God’s 

children with that offer of the unconditional acceptance of Christ’s arms wide open on the cross.
In Christ’s love,

Fr. Chris Clay
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